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Abstract

T he effects of the Russia-Ukraine war on Portuguese politics have been 
negligible, leading to only minor changes in political positions or the 

relative popularity of the parties. Chega was the first right-wing populist political 
party to achieve a parliamentary breakthrough in Portugal, emerging as the third-
largest political force after elections in January 2022. It shares rhetorical features 
and positions with European counterparts but distinguishes itself by its flexibility. 
Unencumbered by association with the Russian regime, Chega has been free to 
take the more popular position among voters, supporting Ukraine. Furthermore, 
one of its foremost adversaries, the Portuguese Communist Party, took an 
ambiguous position regarding the invasion of Ukraine, making Chega’s decision 
about positioning clearer. Nevertheless, Chega has used the war instrumentally 
in service of its established priorities—namely, nationalism, opposition to 
immigration, and militarism. Moreover, after temporarily setting aside welfare 
chauvinism, the party reverted to this staple as the war continued. We shed light 
on the rhetoric and positioning of Chega and its leader, André Ventura, by 
analysing 47 parliamentary commentaries by Chega MPs in 2021 and 2022 and 
28 tweets mentioning Ukraine, Russia, nationals from both countries, or the war 
posted by Ventura during the same period.
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Background: Votes, rhetoric, and ideology
Chega is currently Portugal’s largest right-wing populist party and the third-largest 
political party overall. Established in 2019, Chega’s parliamentary breakthrough 
came the same year when founder and leader André Ventura was elected as the 
party’s lone MP. Then, in 2022, Ventura was joined by 11 new Chega MPs after the 
party took 7.18% of the vote in snap elections held in January. The Portuguese Far 
Right landscape includes two other noteworthy parties, Ergue-te! (Rise Up!) and 
ADN (Alternativa Democrática Nacional). However, they are electorally irrelevant 
(their combined vote share in the 2022 elections was 0.29%).

The rise of right-wing populism in Portugal came as something of a surprise. 
With the right-wing Estado Novo authoritarian regime still in living memory, the 
country had been considered resistant to Far Right mobilization, with news media 
coverage being consistently critical of populist or radical right-wing actors (Salgado 
& Zúquete, 2016; Salgado, 2019). Even though Ventura was the sole MP for 
Chega until 2022, the party began receiving disproportionate media coverage, as 
usually happens to smaller parties with seats in the national Parliament (Salgado, 
2022). Nevertheless, despite the 11 new MPs who joined Ventura in 2022, Chega 
remains a “one-man show” (Halikiopoulou & Vlandas, 2022). Ventura is the 
uncontested leader and face of the party, with internal power so concentrated in his 
hands that Portugal’s Constitutional Court deemed the party charter unconstitutional 
in late 2022 (Pinto de Mesquita & Rodrigues, 2022).

Furthermore, media resistance to right-wing populism should not be equated 
with the absence of demand for it. For example, intolerant cultural attitudes led 
nearly 54% of Portuguese respondents to the 2014 European Social Survey to agree 
with the statement, “Some cultural groups are clearly superior to others” (European 
Social Survey, 2014). Moreover, “the size of the Roma minority [and] percentage of 
social assistance recipients” in a given locality are “associated with higher radical-
right vote shares”, although, somewhat surprisingly, the “classic” factors seen as 
driving such voters (such as high unemployment and the presence of sizeable 
immigrant minority communities) do not (Afonso, 2021, p. 5).

Constants in Ventura’s rhetoric include references to a homogeneous community 
of “righteous Portuguese” people (Portugueses de bem) sharing certain norms and 
values and anti-system positioning by constructing an agonistic dichotomy between 
Chega (which means “enough!”) and the “establishment” parties and politicians, 
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but also the regime itself (Biscaia & Salgado, 2022; Pimenta et al., 2022). Chega 
also evinces vocal support for the police and enthusiastically deploys penal populism 
(i.e., exploiting public anxiety about crime for political gain) (Bottoms, 1995).

Chega and André Ventura’s rhetoric and policy proposals bear similarities with 
other radical right-wing populist political actors across the European Conservatives 
and Reformists and Identity and Democracy groups in the European Parliament. 
Ideologically, Chega describes itself as “liberal-conservative” (Chega, 2021), and 
Ventura’s rhetoric shares features with European counterparts, such as nativism and 
authoritarianism. But the party’s primary feature is its pliability. Put differently, 
Chega and Ventura constantly seek to “read the room” (Albertazzi et al., 2022) to 
maximize visibility and media coverage. They are adept at adapting right-wing 
populist talking points to Portuguese political realities, adopting ambivalent 
rhetorical strategies, and frequently shifting positions. For instance, research has 
observed that European populist Radical Right movements do not usually prioritize 
economic issues (Morini, 2018). Chega follows this tendency, making exceptions 
for high-profile issues such as fiscal policy and tolls on roads serving economically 
deprived areas (Jornal de Notícias, 2022; Pires, 2022), but also by being quick to 
retract unpopular policy proposals, such as minimizing state intervention in the 
health and education sectors (Mendes, 2022).

Immigration stances encapsulate the party’s rhetorical pliability. For instance, 
despite its low salience among voters (Reis de Oliveira, 2022), Chega’s 2021 
electoral programme contained several proposals aimed at reducing immigration 
flows, including rescinding the UN’s Global Compact for Migration and rejecting 
naturalization paths for asylum seekers, using conspiracist discourse (the “Great 
Replacement”) and describing immigrants as “a threat to the survival of the 
Portuguese as a people with its own identity” (Chega, 2021). At the same time, 
Ventura seldom mentions immigration in public, and when he has, it has usually 
been to defend Portugal’s border police, the Serviço de Estrangeiros e Fronteiras 
(SEF), from accusations of misconduct and brutality. In sum, Ventura uses 
migration instrumentally as a pretext to engage in welfare chauvinism and defend 
the state authorities.

In line with its European party family’s rejection of “any policy designed to create 
a supra-state or supra-national model” (Identity and Democracy Party, 2019), 
Chega claims to stand for a “Europe of nations”, working toward “integration, not 
dilution” (Chega, n.d. a). However, the EU and European integration are not 
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prominent features of its rhetoric, nor does it advance hard Eurosceptic proposals 
such as reversing European integration or demanding Portugal’s exit from the 
Eurozone (much less the Union itself ). In Chega’s 2021 manifesto, sovereigntist 
claims are used only in connection with immigration and administrative issues 
(Chega, n.d. b). In Portugal, it is parties of the Left, especially the PCP, that 
monopolize sovereigntist anti-EU, anti-Euro, and anti-NATO discourses. The PCP 
proposed to “staunchly stand up against submission to the Euro and the EU’s 
impositions and conditionalities, taking back the tools Portugal needs for its 
sovereign development” as part of its platform for the last European Parliament 
elections (Partido Comunista Português, 2019).

Taking the same position as the communists would be untenable for Chega since 
it claims to unreservedly oppose them. Thus, while Chega makes no explicit 
reference to NATO in its official campaign materials, it often voices its support for 
Portugal’s participation in the alliance, coherent with its general militarism (See, 
e.g., Assembleia da República, 2022p; Assembleia da República, 2022q). 
Furthermore, while the party is ideologically close to the Putin regime—for instance, 
in its opposition to the expansion of LGBTQ rights articulated through “opposition 
to gender ideology” and the politicization of religion—it does not have the same 
kind of ties to Moscow as other European right-wing populist parties (Weiss, 2020). 
For example, it stops short of expressing admiration for Vladimir Putin and has 
managed to avoid credible accusations of financial ties with the Kremlin.

Interpreting the Russia-Ukraine war
When Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, Chega backed Kyiv. However, the 
decision was apparently more informed by political expediency than principle. 
Unlike many other Far Right parties in Europe, such as Matteo Salvini’s Lega or 
Marine Le Pen’s Front National, Chega had few established commitments or 
vulnerabilities vis-à-vis Russia, so it was free to take the more popular position of 
supporting Ukraine without concerns about being accused of “flip-flopping”. A 
2022 survey found 78% of Portuguese respondents favour “EU-coordinated 
defence”, and 38% endorse direct NATO military intervention in the conflict 
(Public Opinion Monitoring Unit, 2022).

In fact, in early 2021, Ventura called for harsher sanctions on the Russian 
“enemy” in light of ongoing Russian provocation in the Donbas and the annexation 
of Crimea, demanding they be applied to the entire economy rather than individual 
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Russians (Assembleia da República, 2021). On the day of the 2022 invasion, 
Ventura “unreservedly” denounced Putin’s aggression in Parliament, urging Portugal 
to do “everything in its power, militarily and sanctions-wise [against Russia]” 
(Assembleia da República, 2022a, p. 18), and used Twitter to warn followers of the 
“danger” posed by “Putin’s and China’s friends in the Portuguese Parliament” 
(Ventura, 2022a).

Nevertheless, the Chega leader’s position was not supported unanimously within 
his party (at least not initially). On February 24, António Tânger Corrêa, one of 
Chega’s vice presidents, posted on Facebook characterizing the invasion as a 
legitimate reaction to “NATO encirclement of Russia” and accusing Ukraine’s 
president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, of “siding with avowed Nazis”, echoing official 
Russian justification of the invasion (Malhado, 2022). Tânger Corrêa was backed 
by high-profile party members, including the famous actress Maria Vieira, a 
municipal deputy in Cascais near Lisbon, who voted against a local resolution 
condemning him and used Facebook to deride President Zelenskyy as a “puppet” 
(Malhado, 2022). These internal tensions were quickly resolved due to Ventura’s 
centrality within the party structure and a strong exogenous incentive provided by 
parties on the Left, particularly the PCP.

The oldest active Portuguese political party, the PCP was founded in 1921 and 
was the pivotal player in the resistance against the Estado Novo regime. It developed 
in a close, clandestine relationship with the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU) and Eastern Bloc states, which it perceived as natural allies (Cunhal, 
1997). After democratization in 1974, the PCP resisted the trend toward 
autonomization from the CPSU and the adoption of “Eurocommunism” exemplified 
by its Italian, French and Spanish counterparts (Cunhal, 1977). The PCP continues 
to advocate “progressive patriotic Left policies,” which it believes will lead to a 
“sorely needed anti-monopolist, anti-imperialist rupture”, and argues for the 
dissolution of NATO as a “crucial objective towards national sovereignty and world 
peace” (Partido Comunista Português, 2010), although the party, like Chega, has 
rejected identification with the Putin regime (Partido Comunista Português, n.d.).

During the February 24 parliamentary debate following Russia’s attack on 
Ukraine, João Oliveira, a PCP MP, read the situation from this perspective and 
diagnosed the issue in Ukraine as part of



Th
e 

Uk
ra

in
e-

Ru
ss

ia
 w

ar
 a

nd
 th

e 
Fa

r R
ig

ht
 in

 P
or

tu
ga

l: 
M

in
im

al
 im

pa
ct

s 
on

 th
e 

ris
in

g 
po

pu
lis

t C
he

ga
 p

ar
ty

Af
on

so
 B

is
ca

ia
 a

nd
 S

us
an

a 
Sa

lg
ad

o 
- I

ns
tit

ut
e 

of
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s,
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f L

is
bo

n

240

[T]he same problem we’ve seen in Yugoslavia, Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Libya, and Syria. The problem is the use of siege tactics, confrontation, 
and war to impose economic relations that engender injustice, 
inequality, and appropriation [prescribing] an end to escalating 
political, economic, and military confrontation by NATO, the 
USA, and the EU towards Russia and relying on its contribution 
towards a negotiated political, peaceful, resolution”. (Assembleia da 
República, 2022a, p. 10)

Thus, Chega’s choice of Ventura’s pro-Ukrainian positioning was made easier by 
the PCP’s position. The party could observe how unpopular the communists’ 
ambivalent positioning was with voters and — since the PCP was the only party to 
consistently reject condemning the invasion — readily isolate the communists 
politically.

Exploiting the Russia-Ukraine war
In the weeks after the invasion, Chega’s efforts were directed at quelling doubts 
about its position, loudly proclaiming support for Ukraine. An early example 
concerned a protest scheduled for February 27 in front of the Russian embassy in 
Lisbon, organized by the youth wings of all the major political parties. Chega was 
the only party not invited to participate, part of an orchestrated strategy to establish 
a cordon sanitaire around it (Ribeiro, 2022). In response, Ventura tweeted his 
condemnation of other parties’ “low politics” (Ventura, 2022b). On the same day, 
Chega organized its own demonstration in front of the Ukrainian embassy, where 
Ventura was formally introduced to Ina Ohnivets, the Ukrainian ambassador to 
Portugal. Although Chega’s protest turned out to be smaller than the other parties’, 
it did allow Ventura to draw significant media coverage, be photographed standing 
side-by-side with the ambassador and play to the cameras in the role of party leader-
cum-statesman (Rato, 2022). Ventura also suggested an ideological similitude 
between his party and Ukrainian resistance to invasion, equating its members’ “love 
for country” with “positive nationalism leading Ukrainians to defend themselves 
fearlessly from Russian aggression” (Assembleia da República, 2022b, p. 16).

The invasion was also used as ammunition against the Left. In a tweet soon after 
Russia’s invasion, Ventura prophesized that the war would be “lethal to Putin and 
Russian development, but also to the old Portuguese Communist Party, which is 
absolutely anachronistic in the 21st century. And one has to say ‘good riddance’!” 
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(Ventura, 2022c). When PCP MPs were absent from President Zelensky’s address to 
the Portuguese Parliament (Lopes, 2022), Ventura accused the communists of 
having “[Ukrainian] women’s, children’s and senior citizens’ blood on [their] hands” 
(Assembleia da República, 2022e, p. 8). Simultaneously, when the Left attempted to 
highlight Chega’s ideological proximity with the Kremlin, such as when Pedro Filipe 
Soares of the Left Bloc (Bloco de Esquerda, BE) accused Ventura of “walking hand-
in-hand with Marine Le Pen, who walks hand-in-hand with Putin” (Assembleia da 
República, 2022d, p. 59), Ventura reversed the accusations. Specifically, he pointed 
to the ambiguous positions of some members of The Left in the European Parliament 
- GUE/NGL European party group, such as Spain’s Podemos, which, according to 
the Chega leader, “criticized sanctions on Russia and military support to Ukraine” 
(ibid., p. 60-61). Similarly, in September 2022, when Jerónimo de Sousa, the PCP 
leader at the time, tried to dispel the perception of proximity between his party and 
Russia by equating Putin’s authoritarianism with Chega’s, Ventura sneered in a tweet 
that “commies are funny: they’re incapable of condemning the war in Ukraine, 
blame the West for the inflation crisis, and reject sanctions on Russia, yet they say 
the President of Chega is like “Putin””  (Ventura, 2022f ).

The ongoing war also presented an opportunity for Chega to display its militarism. 
The party repeatedly called for increased spending on armed forces with the aim, in 
MP Diogo Pacheco de Amorim’s words, of confronting the “unforeseen hazards of an 
extremely geostrategically volatile world” (Assembleia da República, 2022e, p. 9) and 
fulfilling Portugal’s obligations towards NATO, as MP Pedro Pessanha stressed more 
than once (Assembleia da República, 202l, p. 73 , 2022 p. 32 ).

Immigration was also brought to the fore in connection with the situation in 
Ukraine. Party whip Pedro Pinto condemned a proposed reorganization of the SEF, 
saying it would make it easier for “criminals to blend with people who are actually 
running from a war […] as is already happening, especially in the Algarve, with 
migrants coming from Morocco carrying iPhones” (Assembleia da República, 
2022g, p. 59). Ventura employed xenophobic rhetoric in his parliamentary speeches 
outlining Chega’s concerns with non-Ukrainian migration to Europe. He asserted 
that it was “a disservice to Europe” to compare Ukrainians to other migrants 
coming to Europe, claiming that in the latter case was tantamount to “substitution 
of the European population by people from North Africa or the Middle East [… 
who] treat women as objects, think women should wear the burka to Parliament 
and believe our Western values should be discarded” (Assembleia da República, 
2022k, p. 8).
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As the war dragged on and attention moved back to domestic politics, Chega’s 
defence of Ukraine progressively became less solid as it reverted to welfare chauvinist 
discourse. For example, in early March, André Ventura tweeted about “doing 
everything we can to stand up for the Ukrainian people” (Ventura, 2022d), only to 
question Portuguese financial support for Ukraine two months later, tweeting that 
the money should be spent on pensioners (Ventura, 2022e) and assailing the 
government’s priorities in a parliamentary speech as “upside-down” (Assembleia da 
República, 2022j, p. 11).

The Russia-Ukraine war also provided avenues for Chega to pursue previous 
agenda priorities. For instance, Ventura had blasted the government on Twitter for 
rising gas and energy prices already in 2021 (e.g., Ventura, 2021a, Ventura, 2021b) 
and continued to do so in 2022, with Ventura demanding government intervention 
to control gas prices in his first parliamentary intervention after the invasion, and 
alleging voters prioritized gas prices over the war (Assembleia da República 2022a, 
p. 18, 2022g, p.18). Other Chega MPs mentioned energy prices in connection to 
the war in ten further separate parliamentary proceedings (Assembleia da República, 
2022c, p. 36; 2022f, p. 13; 2022h, p. 37; 2022j, p. 27; 202l, p. 71; 2022m, p. 22; 
2022n, p. 39; 2022o, p. 23-24; 2022q, p. 25; 2022r, p.16). Other issues touched 
upon by Chega MPs using war framing included a proposal to lower municipal real 
estate tax due to an alleged increase in demand due to the conflict (Assembleia da 
República 2022h, p. 37) and criticism of the National Health Service (SNS) for 
“killing more people than the war” (2022p, p. 51).

Discussion
Chega and André Ventura’s discourses on Ukraine were deployed instrumentally, 
allowing Chega to continue to trail a path toward normalization as a player in the 
political system. Initially, it allowed the party to side with the majority opinion, 
both in Parliament and among voters, and, conversely, take advantage of the fact 
that one of its main political adversaries did not, and could thus be isolated and 
portrayed as anachronistic, radical, and out-of-touch, in contrast with Chega’s 
sensible position. Then, when the weight of war waned in voters’ minds, Ventura 
and Chega MPs began to use it as a pretext to articulate pre-existing political 
priorities, such as militarism, opposition to immigration, and welfare chauvinism.

Chega’s strategy was moderately successful. Since the January 2022 election 
predates the invasion, there were no concrete, immediate electoral gains to be had, 
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but the party hovered around the 9% mark in opinion polls taken in late 2022 and 
early 2023 (e.g., ICS–ISCTE Surveys, 2022; Rodrigues, 2023), meaning a slight 
upward trend. Other parties were hard-pressed to paint Chega’s position as 
unreasonable or out of bounds, and the attempt to isolate PCP was not carried out 
by Chega alone, as other parties also used PCP’s refusal to explicitly concede 
Russian blame for the war against it. The Communists were steadily losing electoral 
support. At the 2015 election, they obtained 8.25% of the vote (17 MPs), and by 
the 2022 election, this had fallen to 4.3% (6 MPs). Still, the PCP seems rather 
unaffected by developments, as neither the party’s overall unpopular positions on 
Ukraine nor the replacement of former leader Jerónimo de Sousa by the younger, 
largely unknown Paulo Raimundo has significantly altered its popularity in the 
polls (e.g., Rodrigues, 2023).

At the time of writing (February 2023), the war in Ukraine seems to have caused 
few changes to the Portuguese political landscape, even if inflation caused by the 
ongoing war is a factor in the slightly eroding popularity of the current Socialist 
Party (PS) government, in office since 2015. This is also the case when looking at 
Chega as the leading right-wing populist party in the country. The conflict is 
unlikely to cause deep rifts, as the relative success of Ventura’s strategy and his 
undisputed internal power ensure that doubts and disagreements about the matter 
will most likely not be voiced. Party positioning regarding key issues is also 
unchanged and has not impeded Chega’s transformation of the Portuguese political 
system by carving space for and normalizing right-wing populist actors.



Th
e 

Uk
ra

in
e-

Ru
ss

ia
 w

ar
 a

nd
 th

e 
Fa

r R
ig

ht
 in

 P
or

tu
ga

l: 
M

in
im

al
 im

pa
ct

s 
on

 th
e 

ris
in

g 
po

pu
lis

t C
he

ga
 p

ar
ty

Af
on

so
 B

is
ca

ia
 a

nd
 S

us
an

a 
Sa

lg
ad

o 
- I

ns
tit

ut
e 

of
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s,
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f L

is
bo

n

244

References
Afonso, A. (2021). Correlates of aggregate support for the radical right in Portugal. 

Research and Politics, vol. 8(3). 1-9. DOI: 10.1177/20531680211029416

Assembleia da República. (2021, March 3). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
–Número 48 (XIV Legislatura 2rd Sessão Legislativa (2020-2021)). https://app.par-
lamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-048.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022a, February 24). Diário da Assembleia da República I 
Série –Número 34 (XIV Legislatura 3rd Sessão Legislativa (2021-2022)). https://
app.parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-034.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022b, March 30). Diário da Assembleia da República I Sé-
rie –Número 1 (XIV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)). https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-001.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022c, April 8). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
–Número 5 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)). https://app.parla-
mento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-004.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022d, April 14). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
–Número 5 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)). https://app.parla-
mento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-005.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022e, April 21). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
–Número 6 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.parla-
mento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-006.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022f, April 23). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
–Número 6 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.parla-
mento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-009.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022g, April 27). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 11 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-011.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022h, April 28). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 12 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-012.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022i, May 23). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 14 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-014.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022j, May 28). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 18 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-018.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022k, June 1). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 19 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.



245PORTUGAL

parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-019.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022l, June 22). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 26 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-026.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022m, June 29). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 29 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-029.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022n, July 7). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 32 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-032.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022o, July 20). Diário da Assembleia da República I Série 
– Número 33 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-034.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022p, September 16). Diário da Assembleia da República 
I Série – Número 38 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://
app.parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-038.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022q, September 28). Diário da Assembleia da República 
I Série – Número 43 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://
app.parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-043.pdf

Assembleia da República. (2022r, October 20). Diário da Assembleia da República I Sé-
rie – Número 48 (XV Legislatura 1st Sessão Legislativa (2022-2023)).  https://app.
parlamento.pt/webutils/docs/DAR-I-052.pdf 

Albertazzi, D., Favero, A., Hatakka, N., & Sijstermans, J. (2022, March 15). Siding 
with the underdog: Explaining the populist Radical Right’s response to Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. LSE European Politics and Policy (EUROPP) Blog. https://blogs.
lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2022/03/15/siding-with-the-underdog-explaining-the-popu-
list-radical-rights-response-to-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/

Biscaia, A., & Salgado, S. (2022). Placing Portuguese right-wing populism into context: 
Analogies with France, Italy, and Spain. In D. Palau-Sampaio, G. López Garcia, & 
L. Ianelli (Eds.), Contemporary politics, communication, and the impact on democracy. 
(pp. 234–250). IGI Global. DOI: 10.4018/978-1-7998-8057-8.ch013

Bottoms, A. (1995). The philosophy and politics of punishment and sentencing. In C. 
Clarkson & R. Morgan (Eds.), The politics of sentencing reform (pp. 17–49). Claren-
don Press.

Chega (n.d. a). Manifesto para a Europa. Retrieved January 11, 2023, from https://par-
tidochega.pt/index.php/manifesto-para-a-europa/

Chega (n.d. b). Programa Político 2021. Retrieved February 26, 2023, from https://
partidochega.pt/index.php/programa_politico/

Cunhal, Á. (1977). Relatório aprovado pelo Comité Central do PCP para o VIII Cong-



Th
e 

Uk
ra

in
e-

Ru
ss

ia
 w

ar
 a

nd
 th

e 
Fa

r R
ig

ht
 in

 P
or

tu
ga

l: 
M

in
im

al
 im

pa
ct

s 
on

 th
e 

ris
in

g 
po

pu
lis

t C
he

ga
 p

ar
ty

Af
on

so
 B

is
ca

ia
 a

nd
 S

us
an

a 
Sa

lg
ad

o 
- I

ns
tit

ut
e 

of
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s,
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f L

is
bo

n

246

resso, 1976. In Á. Cunhal (Ed.), A Revolução Portuguesa–O Passado e o Futuro. Edi-
torial Avante

Cunhal, Á. (1997). O Caminho para o Derrubamento do Fascismo–IV Congresso PCP. 
Editorial Avante.

European Social Survey (2014). ESS round 7 - 2014. Immigration, Social inequalities in 
health. Norwegian Agency for Shared Services in Education and Research. DOI: 
10.21338/NSD-ESS7-2014

Halikiopoulou, D., & Vlandas, T. (2022). Understanding right-wing populism and what 
to do about it. Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4122538

ICS–ISCTE Surveys (2022). Sondagem Dezembro 2022. https://sondagens-ics-ul.isc-
te-iul.pt/category/estudos/

Identity and Democracy Party (2019). Platform. Retrieved January 11, 2023, from ht-
tps://www.id-party.eu/platform

Jornal de Notícias (2022, January 10). Chega defende taxa única de IRS de 15% e 
prisão perpétua com revisão de pena. Jornal de Notícias. https://www.jn.pt/naci-
onal/chega-defende-taxa-unica-de-irs-de-15-e-prisao-perpetua-com-revisao-de-pe-
na-14476214.html

Lopes, M. (2022, April 20). PCP não participará na sessão do Parlamento com Zelens-
ky. Público. https://www.publico.pt/2022/04/20/politica/noticia/pcp-nao-partici-
para-sessao-parlamento-zelenskii-2003237

Malhado, A. (2022, June 22) Os defensores de Putin no Chega. Sábado. https://www.
sabado.pt/portugal/detalhe/os-defensores-de-putin-no-chega

Mendes, M. (2021) “Enough” of what? An analysis of Chega’s populist Radical Right 
agenda. South European Society and Politics, 26(3), 329–353. DOI:10.1080/13608
746.2022.2043073

Morini, M. (2018). Front National and Lega Nord: Two stories of the same Euroscep-
ticism. European Political Science, 19(1). 1–19. https://doi.org/10.1080/23745118
.2017.1295569

Partido Comunista Português (n.d.) Sobre a situação na Ucrânia: Elementos para a Com-
preensão. Retrieved January 11, 2022, from https://pcp.pt/ucrania

Partido Comunista Português (2010, March 16) Programa do PCP. Retrieved January 
11, 2023 from https://www.pcp.pt/programa-do-pcp

Partido Comunista Português (2019, April 12). Declaração Programática do PCP para as 
Eleições para o Parlamento Europeu. Retrieved January 11, 2023, from https://www.
pcp.pt/declaracao-programatica-do-pcp-para-eleicoes-para-parlamento-europeu

Pimenta, D., Gonçalves, E., Zúquete, J.P. (2022) “The Irregular Populist: André Ventu-
ra–The Leader of Chega” [Report] Team Populism–Leader Profile Series. Retrieved 
from: https://www.teampopulism.com



247PORTUGAL

Pinto de Mesquita, H., Rodrigues, S. (2022, November 11). TC chumba estatutos 
do Chega: remetem para “hierarquia militarizada”. Ventura admite congresso. 
Público. Retrieved from: https://www.publico.pt/2022/11/11/politica/noticia/tc-c-
humba-estatutos-chega-remetem-hierarquia-militarizada-ventura-admite-congres-
so-2027373

Pires, F. (2022, January 20). Ventura quer acabar com as portagens em Portugal. TSF–Rá-
dio Notícias. https://www.tsf.pt/portugal/politica/ventura-quer-acabar-com-as-por-
tagens-em-portugal-14511580.html

Public Opinion Monitoring Unit (2022, March 4) Public Opinion on the War in Ukra-
ine (March 2022). Directorate-General for Communication, European Commissi-
on. https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/files/be-heard/eurobarometer/

2022/public-opinion-on-the-war-in-ukraine/en-public-opinion-on-the-war-in-ukrai-
ne-20220304.pdf

Rato, M.M. (2022) André Ventura diz que encontro com embaixadora ucraniana “foi 
muito importante para o Chega”. Journal I. https://ionline.sapo.pt/artigo/763757/
andre-ventura-diz-que-encontro-com-embaixadora-ucraniana-foi-muito-impor-
tante-para-o-chega?seccao=Portugal_i

Reis de Oliveira, C. (2022). Indicadores de Integração de Imigrantes:Relatório Estatístico 
annual (Coleção Imigração em Números). Migration Observatory, High Commissi-
oner for Migration. https://www.om.acm.gov.pt/publicacoes-om/colecao-imigraca-
o-em-numeros/relatorios-anuais

Ribeiro, N. (2022, February 27). Quatro mil pessoas frente à embaixada russa em Lisboa 
contra a invasão da Ucrânia. Público. https://www.publico.pt/2022/02/27/politica/

noticia/quatro-mil-pessoas-frente-embaixada-lisboa-invasao-ucrania-1997016

Rodrigues, S. (2023, January 13). Sondagem: PS sofre desgate com demissões no Go-
verno. Público. https://www.publico.pt/2023/01/13/politica/noticia/ps-sofre-des-
gaste-demissoes-governo-segundo-sondagem-2034931

Salgado, S. (2019). Where’s Populism? Online media and the diffusion of populist 
discourses and styles in Portugal. European Political Science, 18(1), 53–65. DOI: 
10.1057/s41304-017-0137-4

Salgado, S. (2022). Mass Media and Political Communication. In P. Magalhães, A. 
Costa Pinto, & J. Fernandes (Eds.), Oxford handbook of Portuguese politics (pp. 308–
322). Oxford University Press.

Salgado, S., Zúquete, J.P. (2016) Portugal: discreet populisms amid unfavorable contexts 
and stigmatization. In T. Aalberg, F. Esser, C. Reinemann, J. Strömbäck, and C. de 
Vreese (Eds.), Populist political communication in Europe (pp. 235–248). Routledge.

Ventura, A. [AndreCVentura] (2021a, April 7) Sim, o CHEGA propõe que os preços dos 
combustíveis sejam limitados. Chega de explorar o povo português! [Tweet] Twitter. 
https://www.twitter.com/AndreCVentura/status/1379807301394128904



Th
e 

Uk
ra

in
e-

Ru
ss

ia
 w

ar
 a

nd
 th

e 
Fa

r R
ig

ht
 in

 P
or

tu
ga

l: 
M

in
im

al
 im

pa
ct

s 
on

 th
e 

ris
in

g 
po

pu
lis

t C
he

ga
 p

ar
ty

Af
on

so
 B

is
ca

ia
 a

nd
 S

us
an

a 
Sa

lg
ad

o 
- I

ns
tit

ut
e 

of
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s,
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f L

is
bo

n

248

Ventura, A. [@AndreCVentura] (2021b, November 11) Usei uma das minhas últimas 
intervenções no Parlamento nesta legislatura para confrontar o Governo com a vergonha 
dos preços dos [Video attached][Tweet]. Twitter. https://www.twitter.com/AndreC-
Ventura/status/1458740680243793925

Ventura, A. [@AndreCVentura]. (2022a, February 25) Agora que a Europa está em pe-
rigo, não nos devemos esquecer dos amigos de Putin e da China que andam. [Ima-
ge attached] [Tweet]. Twitter. https://www.twitter.com/AndreCVentura/sta-
tus/1497227853775130642

Ventura, A. [@AndreCVentura]. (2022b, February 26). Os restantes partidos optarampor 
excluir o CHEGA da manifestação que ocorrerá amanhã em Lisboa. Nem num as-
sunto desta importância [Tweet] Twitter. https://www.twitter.com/AndreCVentura/
status/1497561811196985345

Ventura, A. [@AndreCVentura]. (2022c, February 28). A guerra na Ucrânia não seráa-
penas fatal para Putin e para o desenvolvimento da Rússia. Sê-lo-á também para o. 
[Image attached] [Tweet] Twitter. https://www.twitter.com/AndreCVEntura/sta-
tus/1498265716562313224

Ventura, A. [@AndreCVentura]. (2022d, March 5). É importante fazermos tudo o que pu-
dermos para proteger o povo ucraniano. Este passo não vai acabar com a guerra [Tweet] 
Twitter. https://www.twitter.com/AndreCVEntura/status/1500171485746454528

Ventura, A. [@AndreCVentura]. (2022e, May 23). Hoje no Parlamento: António Cos-
taprometeu 250 milhões para a Ucrânia, mas recusa-se a devolver aos pensionistas por-
tugueses os rendimentos [Video attached][Tweet]. Twitter. https://www.twitter.com/
AndreCVEntura/status/1528764340358242304

Ventura, A. [@AndreCVentura] (2022f, September 5). Os comunas são engraçados: são 
incapazes de condenar a guerra na Ucrânia, culpam o Ocidente da crise de inflação, 
rejeitam [Video attached] [Tweet]. Twitter. https://www.twitter.com/AndreCVEn-
tura/status/1566717156833853440

Weiss, A.S. (2020). With friends like these: The Kremlin’s Far-Right and populist connecti-
ons in Italy and Austria. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.




